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SUMMARY mn 


to 

S 

The Ruler of Qatar is actively engaged in attempting aN 

define his border with Saudi Arabia and Abu Dhabi in order 

be able to offer an oil concession in the area. The British 

Political Agent in Doha is making a visit to the Khor in an 

attempt to locate some points defining the border according to a 

Saudi letter of 1952. The British Foreign Office is still con- Ti 

sidering rival Qatar and Abu Dhabi claims to Halul and other C 
C 


islands in the Gulf, 


SUBJECT: 


During a recent visit to the Trucial States and Doha, Qatar, the reporting Uj 
officer obtained the following information from the British Political ficer, | 
Abu Dhabi, the British Political Agent, Doha, and other reliable sourc#s. The i) 
information was obtained somewhat piecemeal since the officers do not € k very (J 
freely about such matters; however, the following report is pouseved te be 6) 


accurate, Bu 
ha” 
fry 


The Qatar-Saudi Arabian-Abu Dhabi boundary is the center of re 
interest by Qatari authorities at this time. Since October, 1960, When 
Shaikh Ahmad ibn Ali al THANI succeeded his father as Ruler of Qatd?} there ai 
has been an increasing need for state income and the Ruler has struck upon Ga 
the idea of offering an oil concession to some foreign company in the area 
lying between the Qatar Petroleun Company Concession and the Qatar border 
with Abu Dhabi and Saudi Arabia. In order to delineate the proposed conces- 
sion area, Shaikh Ahmad is ar a concerted effort to define the border. 

ry pOVACH 

The British Political RBH Dene x0 xplained that the QPC concession 
area did not extend to the Saudi~Abu Dhabi border because the Company did 
not wish to become involved in a boundary dispute. It therefore agreed to 
a limit to its concessi safe distance from the disputed boundary. 

POP TRA A if , P ry 


During the visit of King SAUD of Saudi Arabia to Qatar in February, 1961, 
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ae affirmed SAG agreement to a boundary between Saudi Arabia and Qatar de- 
aye scribed in a letter from Prime Minister FAISAL to the Ruler of Qatar in 
be 1952, according to Mr. Ahmad MULLA, who acts as advisor to the Deputy 
yas Ruler of Qatar* There were two difficulties with King Saud's agreement, 
however: One difficulty was that place names used in Faisal's letter are 


nee 


In order to overcome the place-name problem, the Political Agent from 
Doha, accompanied by the Commandant of the Qatar Police Force, Mr. Ronald 


Abu Dhabi police. There is no telephone or radio communication between 
Abu Dhabi and its Police Post at the Khor, 


Although most interest in the border settlement seems to come from the 
Qatari side, the British Political Agent at Doha stated that the Ruler of 
Abu Dhabi, Shaikh SHAKHBUT, was very anxious to settle the boundary. It 

should be noted, however, that Shaikh Shakhbut has made an extensive claim 
on Qatar territory, demanding a coastal strip of undefined depth not only 
in the area of Khor al-Udaid, but extending up the west coast of Qatar past 
Umm Said (QPC Oil Exporting Port) to Umm al Haal Just south of Doha. It is 
very unlikely that Qatar will agree to give up any territory north of the 
Khor. 


Abu Dhabi-Qatar Dispute on Gulf Islands 


As reported in ConGen Despatch 137, November 23, 1960, the Qatar-Abu 
Dhabi dispute over Halul and other islands in the Persian Gulf was referred 
to the British Foreign Office for adviee, Two Foreign Office experts visited | 
the area within the last few months, but no decision as to ownership of these | 
islands has yet been forthcoming. This matter is of great importance to 
Qatar, especially with respect to Halul, because this island is close to 
the area where the Shell Co. of Qatar has struck commercial quantities of 


*amEmbassy Jidda Despatch 328 states only that the subject was broached 
to Kind Saud by Shaikh Ahmad and that 'Abd al—Kerin:: al~Ghalayini, Saudi 
official of the Ministery of Petroleum and Mineral Affairs, later went to 
Qatar to investigate, 
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wT oil in the Gulf. If the Island is Qatari, it could be used for terminal 
ee facilities and would save Shell (and the Qatar Government) much money and 
; probably speed oil production. As a straw in the wind, the Political Officer 
at Abu Dhabi said he was afraid the Foreign Office decision would go against 
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SUBJECT: Political Situation in Qatar Improves Ds A -¥, 


ie 


Summary: 
Ne 

The abdication of Shaikh Ali and the succession of his Ae N 
Ahmad as Ruler and Shaikh Khalifah bin Hamad as Deputy Ruler and {ie 
Heir Apparent seems to have settled the rivalry between Ahmad on 
and Khalifah and to have brought political peace within the Qatari “Ti 

Ruling Family. This peace, however, had to be paid for by giving ° 
lavish stipends to the former Ruler and Khalifah. The Ruler and : 
his government now face increased financial problems which they Cc 
are attempting to meet by increasing income rather than by cur~ “~~ 
tailing the lavish expenditures of the Ruling Family. Oi 

t 
During a recent visit to Qatar, the reporting officer discussed the political [> 
situation with the British Political Agent and had general talks with members | 
of the Qatar Government, including the Ruler, Shaikh Ahmad ibn Ali al Thani, QO 
monk, 


Khalifah's Deputy, Mr. Ahmad Mulla, and others. The points mentioned below 
emerged from the various discussions. Information concerning subversive elements 
will be included in a following despatch. § 


The long-standing feud between Shaikhs Ahmad and Khalifah for succession NG Uk 
to the Rulership of Qatar seems to have been resolved at the time of the S v8) 
abdication of the former Ruler, Shaikh Ali, in October, 1960, and the accession OP) 
of his son, Ahmad, In a formal family document, signed at the time, Khalifag ~ 
was designated Deputy Ruler and Heir Apparent. “ a 


At the moment the new government of Shaikh Ahmad seems to be proceed 
normally without friction between the Ruler and Shaikh Khalifah. Khalifal™seems 
to have accepted his position a te second to Ahmad, but with wide authority in 
the government, In addition,: (hide titles of "Deputy Ruler" and "Heir Apparent" 
Shaikh Khalifah has aleo been designated Minister of Finance and all offices 
of the Qatar Government report through Khalifah tc Ahmad. In effect, Khalifah 
acts as Prime obese hrs and day-to-day matters are left largely in his hands 
although he is reportéd't4jkeep Ahmad fully informed. In addition, Khalifah 
sits at the law courts each week 4s ables dispenser of justice, hearing all cases S72 
initially; he may refer cases to the Shabiah Court, but he finally determines 
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In order to obtain political peace in the Ruling Family, Qatar has had 
to pay dearly. Both the abdicated Ruler, Shaikh Ali, and Ahmad's rival to 
the succession, have had to be so well provided for that the former would be 
willing to step down and the latter not to make trouble. The additional pay- 
ment : due to each of them -= the same amount —- is estimated to be no less 
than one million dollars per year, plus ordinary allowances which are in the 
tens of thousands of dollars. 


At the time of Shaikh Ahmad's accession there was some speculation that 
he might stay as ruler only a short time and, having filled his pockets, 
abdicate so that Khalifah could have his share. There is no evidence that 
Ahmad plans to step down; he seems to be planning to remain Ruler for the 
indefinite future. 


The most difficult problem facing the government is the control of finances. 
There is a budget prepared by Mr. Ahmad Mulla. Mr. Mulla is a Bahraini of Persian 
extraction who has the title of Director General of Finance and Administration. 
(In fact he is an Advisor to Shaikh Khalifah and carries out many of the functions 
formerly performed by Mr. G. M. Hancock when he was Advisor.) The Budget is 
not published but it is prepared annually under the direction of the Deputy Ruler 
and approved by the Ruler, The British have been pressing to have the budget 
published so that it would be harder to change, but this has not yet been done. 

As matters stand the budget is subject to any number of assaults from the Ruler 
and other important members of the Ruling Family and can be changed at any time. 


The basic problem is the spendthrift Ruling Family. Before he came into 
a position of responsibility, Shaikh Khalifah stated that he would straighten 
everything out and restrict the members of the Ruling Family to their allowances. 
Unfortunately, however, Khalifah has temporized to such an extent that the 
situation is worse now than ever before. (See ConGen Despatch 299.) The reason 
for Khalifah's failure to follow through with the promised reforms may well be 
the fear of adverse reaction in the Ruling Family. In Qatar the Family takes 
its income very seriously and the Department will recall one incident, reported 
in ConGen Despatch 20, in which a member of the Family shot at Shaikh Ali's 
automobile in Beirut when the latter refused to be as generous with Qatari funds 
as the claimant desired, 


The Ruler's need for more money to pay the debts he inherited from his 
father and continues to accumulate has led him to attempt to find additional 
sources of revenue. He has not overlooked QPC, pressing the company either 
to increase production or relinquish part of its concewsion area. He is also 
attempting to interest a third concessionaire inajsmall plot of Qatari soil 
near the Saudi border (See ConGen Despatch 296). 


It might seem that amidst all this profligate spending by the Ruler and 
the Ruling family there would be resentment on the part of the man in the street 


to such a waste of wealth on unnecessary frivolities. In fact, however, the 
Political Agent states there is little danger of unrest among the people. In 
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the first place, there are only about 40,000 people in the country and an 
annual income of some &19,000,000. While most of the money goes to the - 
Ruler and Ruling Family, true Qataris are well assured of a good job and 

good wages. They have never been so prosperous before so they are not likely 
to complain. The rest of the population are foreigners, and they are unlikely 
to complain because they will be deported if they do. Shaikh Ahmad apparently 
has no qualms about deporting foreigners even though his father was unwilling 
to do so. 


For the present, there seems to be political stability in the Ruling 
Family and not enough disturbing forces to pose a serious threat to the 
Government. With a strong police force, a steady income from oil for the 
next several years, and hope of more oil to come, the status quo could continue 
for a long period. The principal challenges facing the government are now 


primarily on the economic side, 
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SUBJECT: The Shaikhdom of Abu Dhabi, its Ruler, Government Personalities, Win fe 
Commercial Community and Territory. 


SUMMARY Wires 


With the beginning of commercial oil production from its 
off-shore field scheduled for mid~1961 and the possibility of 
on=shore production in the not-too-distant future, the Shaikhdom 
of Abu Dhabi on the Trucial Coast is becoming more important. 
The Shaikhdom is ruled by an wnpredictable and often arbitrary 
Shaikh with no education and little understanding of the modern 
world. He has close relatives and a few British and Jordanians 
as his assistants. Many commercial firms have sought permission 
to do business in Abu Dhabi town, but most have been refused and 
those well-known firms already established on the Trucial Coast 
seem to have the best chance of acceptance. The Shaikhdom of 
Abu Dhabi has very little to offer except oil; its population 
is small and its climate and geography leave much to be desired. 


iIZEL 


- 


L9OL=-4/06° 


I. The Ruler 


Shaikh Shakhbut bin SULTAN, Ruler of Abu Dhabi,,is a small, fragile- 
looking man; he appears to be mild-mannered and wnpreterfjous to a casual 
visitor, Judging by accounts of several persons who know the Shaikh reason- 
ably well, however, he is deeply suspicious of almost everyone and is a con- 
firmed miser; he is rarely able to get along with his neighbors and has 
current territorial disputes with them all. These characteristics, combined 
with his lack of:.education and familiarity with the oil industry or anything 
outside Abu Dhabi, ‘have resulted in arbitrary decisions on his part and 
intransigence in many cases. In some cases his decisions have been 
reasonable, but in matters involving the expenditure of funds his negative 
characteristics seem to dominate. In addition, the fact (?) that fourteen 
of the last fifteen rulers of Abu Dhabi have not diéd! natural deaths does 
not give Shaikh Shakhbut any particular sense of security or trust. 


So 


A few examples of Shaikh Shakhbyt's erratic behavoir are ag Lows: 
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| a) Several weeks ago the Ruler decided that new firms would be needed 
to bring about the development of Abu Dhabi and he invited several large 
contractors in the area to send representatives to discuss terms. For three 
days he talked to the various representatives—-but on the fourth he tore up 
all the agreements he had made and dismissed all the businessmen. Similarly, 
when the local Bahrain firm of Yusuf bin Ahmad Kanoo, Shipping, Travel Agents, 
etc., had acquired office site with a sign in front in Abu Dhabi Town, the 
sign was torn down within a few hours, the office closed and the Kanoo repre- 
sentative was dismissed. 


b) Earlier this year one of the Jordanian teachers serving in Abu Dhabi 
drowned while swimming and his fellow Jordanians asked the Ruler to charter 
an airplane to fly the body of the deceased to Jordan for burial. Shakhbut 
declined and the teachers proceeded to cable King Hussain requesting that the 
King send a plane. When Shakhbut heard of the telegram he called all the 
teachers in, paid them off, and fired them in the presence of a visiting 
Jordanian Journalist. On the next day, however, the Ruler relented and re~ 
hired the teachers. He also sent a letter to the relations of the deceased 
and the matter was soon forgotten. 


c) The British Petroleum Company built and maintains ‘the Abu Dhabi 
airport, such as it is. The runway is packed salt sand usable only by day, 
but it can accomodate a limited number of DC-3 aircraft. Since the company 
maintained the field, it has always collected the landing fees. When Shakhbut 
realized he was not receiving this revenue he demanded the fees. The company 
then agreed to pay them over, but there is no doubt that if the field is to 
be kept up at all, BP will have to do it. 


d) In April, 1961, the Ruler contracted with a young (25 yrs.) Oxford 
Arabist, Peter t, to act as his secretary or advisor for two years. 


made the 


in oil drums under his bed. He therefore b = 
accygéed Lienhardt of accepting bribes, and made wares ‘ise 


II. Government Personalities 


Wa Shaikh Shakhbut is absolute Ruler of his Shaikhdom insofar as 
internal matters are concerned. To assist him the Ruler has the following 


Wie: persons: 


| 1) Shaikh Zaid bin SULTAN, brother of Shakhbut, has been Amir of Buraimi 
: for many years. It is generally believed that Zaid would succeed Shakhbut 

| in the event of the latter's death and that he would be an improvement; Zaid 

| is considered to be a more reasonable person to deal with. On the other hand, 
| remarks of British political officers in the area indicate that Zaid is wn- 


| educated and not particularly bright. | 
| ; 
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| 2) In addition to Zaid, Shakhbut had two other brothers: Huzza ibn Sultan, 
who died in 1958, and Khalid ibn Sultan. Little is known of Khalid except . 
that he is about 44 years old and is know locally as "Cold Coffee", The Ruler 
may .rely more on him in the future, however, since Shakhbut's oldest son » Said, 
went mad last year, 


i 3) Lieutenant Colonel William EDGE has recently taken up his position as 
| Commandant of the Abu Dhabi police force, 


4) Shaikh Sultan bin Shakhbut bin SULTAN:..act 
(town). The Ruler has also charged Sultan,. iis::2ndison; with responsibility for 
land distribution in Abu Dhabi town. Sultan’ mus ove all sales of land and 
building projects to ensure that all new development is in accordance with the 
Town Plan, 


Amir (Mayor) of Abu Dhabi 


| Sultan is pleasant, friendly and reasonably bright, but he is also uwn- 
: educated, 


| 5) Shaikh Mubarak (Last name not known): Mubarak is a cousin of Shaikh 

| Shakhbut; he is said to be the most important member of the most important 

: branch of the Ruling Family outside the direct line. He is reported to be 

competent and dynamic and is slated for the position of Chairman of the Chamber 
Commerce which is expected to be established soon. 


i 6) Education Department: Shaikh Shakhbut has imported Jordanian teachers 


“for Abu Dhabi schools; he also employs other Jordanians for customs, municipality 
and other duties, 


7) Others: There are undoubtedly other persons connected with the government, 
such as the engineer in charge of the distillation plant, etc., but their names 
and positions are not known at this time. 


III, Commercial Community 


There is a general belief among the commercial community that the 
first step in the process of obtaining the Ruler's permission to do business 
in Abu Dhabi is to become established in the area, Dubai or Sharjah, and 
establish a good local reputation. The British construction firm of Costains 
is using this technique and has undertaken work in Sharjah, Dubai and Abu 
Dhabi for British Petroleum, If these projects go well, Costains stands to 
gain an enthee into Abu Dhabi. The civil engineering firm of Sir William Halcrows 
has been engaged by the Municipality of Dubai to do town planning work--an as- 
sociate of the firm has been asked by the Ruler to do the same in Abu Dhabi. 
The Eastern Bank, with a branch in Sharjah, is establishing a branch in Abu 
Dhabi. The British Bank of the Middle East » with a monopoly in Dubai, had the 
first bank in Abu Dhabi; however, a misunderstanding apparently developed between 
the bank and the Ruler and the latter refuses to deposit any funds in the BBME. 
Many firms in Dubai have been approached by foreign firms wanting to form 
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partnerships in order to use the Dubai firm's established reputation as a means 
of obtaining permission to operate in Abu Dhabi. 


A substantial number of representatives of British and Arab firms have 
visited the Ruler from time to time with business proposals. Shaikh Shakhbut 
is reported to have accepted some large reliable contractors for specific 
projects, but in general he declines, He is looking for a policy to follow, 
but he has not yet found one. According to the British Political Officer, 

Abu Dhabi, it has been suggested to the Ruler that one way to ensure that 
local citizens will share in increased Abu Dhabi prosperity would be to re~ 
quire foreign firms to take Abu Dhabi nationals in as partners, The Ruler, 
however, saw objections to that procedure and has not yet adopted it, although 
he may do so in the future, 


IV. The Territory 


The Shaikhdom of Abu Dhabi has few if any defined borders, Qatar 
disputes Abu Dhabi claims to islands in the Gulf and the coastal strip north 
.of the Khor al-Udaid, Saudi Arabia disputes the Abu Dhabi boundary claims 
from the Khor al-Udaid to Buraimi; some of the boundary between Abu Dhabi and 
Dubai is neither agreed nor demarcated, The population of Abu Dhabi is con- 
centrated in three locations: 1) The capital, Abu Dhabi town; 2) The Oasis of 
Liwa; and 3) Several villages of the Buraimi Oasis. The population of Abu Dhabi 
(Shaikhdom) is estimated to be about 6,000. An interesting article on Abu Dhabi, 
recently published in the Kuwaiti Magazine Al Arabi (May, 1961, edition) will 
be transmitted under cover of a following despatch, 


For the Consul General, 


Alba Chit x. 
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American Consul 


Copy to: 


| Amembassy JIDDA 
| Amembassy LONDON 
Amembassy KUWAIT 
REPCOMIDEASTFOR 


| Department please pass copy to 
| Amembassy TEHRAN 


|__cowrzomeran...__| 


DECLASSIFIED 


Authority 


By 4 NARA Date//-g7 Ay 


For Department Use Only 


CONFIDENTIAL 


HANDLING INDICATOR 


———_FOREIGN SERVICE DESPATCH 
y 


FROM: Amconsul DHAHRAN jae 
TO : THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, widuiwe on. Vo 


Ee 
ITER July 29, 1961. 190%. 


BE Bie 

je Kida Pom A? Kar re 7 -/ ws 

i 2 ee Dl ad ede 

lol [lla || | [TT 

ely iolyis[“Te] | TT TT 
Aspects of Qatar 

r a 


amIrIaod 


SUBJECT: 


1) The present reporting officer paid his first visit to the British~ 
protected Shaikhdom of Qatar during the period of July 22~26. Believing, 
that his initial first impressions may have some interest to the Department, 
these are set forth below. These are basedto some extent upon lengthy 
conversations with the British Political Agent, a person of long experience 
in the areas I also met and talked with the Acting Ruler, Shaikh Khalifa 
AL THANI on two occasions, and, at more length, with officials of the Qatar 
Petroleum Company, the Shell Company of Qatar, the (British) Commandant 
of the Security Forces, Mr. R. COCHRAN, and others, It is. perhaps 
Significant that the Acting Ruler was the only "true" Qatari whom I met: 
non=British, e.ge, Arab, advisors to the Shaikh seem invariably to be of 
Palestinian, Lebanese or Egyptian extraction. This is not surprising 
| given the fact that public education (in the European sense) in Qatar 
dates from 19523; the first class of secondary school graduates becomes 
| available only this year, 


L 


| 2) The bare facts about Qatar are reasonably known. This barren 
: peninsula within a peninsula jutting into the Persian (or, as the 
| Qatar Petroleum Company protectively phrases it "The Arabian, previously 
| called the Persian, Gulf") had ‘entered into treaty relations" with the 
; United Kingdom only in 1916, Its relationship with British imperialism 
began at a time when imperialism generally, but unknowningly, had begun 
its ebb-tide. In current terminology, upon the expulsion of the Ottoman 
garrison, it became a British Protectorate in that year. In this-respect, 
it bears some resemblance to the Al Hasa Province of Saudi Arabia, for both 
represented the last tenuous toe-holds of Ottoman power in the Arabian 
peninsula, As PHILBY remarked, the resurgence of Saudi power under 
Abdul Aziz ibn SA'UD probably evited British control along the entire | 
i 
t 
| 
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Persian Gulf area of the peninsula ; that Qatar did not fall within the 
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alone of the Gulf Shaikhdoms is of Wahabi persuasion, (The religious affinity 
is not of itself sufficient to persuade the lordly al~Thanis to relinquish 
their heritage,) 


3) British interest in Qatar appears not to have been all~consuming, for 
the first resident Political Agent was not assigned until 1949. This is not 
surprising, since the country is singularly uninviting., It is perhaps 4~5,000 
square miles in area (depending upon whether the Qatar Claim of 1952, SAG 
Claim of October, 1949, or Faud's Line of demareation is taken). Until the 
coming of oil revenues after World War II, its scanty population of possibily 
20,000 subsisted in meagre poverty upon fishy pearling and little else. Even 
today, the Qataris* main claim to distinction is the donkey, a unique and 
noble breed, whose value when destroyed by a European automobile reaches 
untold thousands of rupeese The noble Al-Thani family long had ruled this 


| Saudi sphere of influence is all the more remarkable given the fact that it , 


quietly in the enervating heat of the pellucid Gulf, This, then is the 

area which welcomed the advent of the Qatar Petroleum Company, experienced 

the oil boom, became a Consequential "state" as these are reckoned in this 

part of the world, and began, as it Continues, to constitute somewhat of a 
dilemma to British policy-makers, well-attuned as they are and must be to the 
prevailing trend towards emancipation from colonialism, albeit equally cognizant 
of the inability and unwillingness of this particular ward to achieve nation 
status in the near future, 


4) It is commonly said that the Persian Gulf protectorates are 
"paternalistic" in governmental form, It is doubtful whether this is the 
correct adjective for Qatar. "Familial" may be more apposite, but even this 
suggests a degree of purpose and ca@hesion which simply does not existe The 
"state revenue", from virtually nil, has grown to about $60 million annually, 
divided among a population (enchanced by legal and other immigration) to possibly 
45,000 souls. This would seem to indicate an annual per capita income, man, 
woman, child and slave, of something in the neighborhood of $1,400. In the 
absence of a published budget (it is doubtful whether any kind of accounting 
system exists), it is almost impossible to judge where the money goes, What 
is crystal clear is that the ruling family is in chronic financial trouble: 
"hopelessly in debt" is the expression frequently heard, The ruling family 
numbers some 400 male members, the minimum monthly stipend of each being 
fixed at 1,000 Indian rupees, This is not, of course, the full picture: 
the deputy ruler alone lays his hands on 500,000 rupees monthly, Theoretically, 
the ruler receives 25 per cent of oil income, the "state" 75 per cent. From 
this last come the stipends of the ruling progeny, and all of this takes no 
accounting of the free services accorded to the "400" by the "state." In 
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5e This is not the place to report the tribulations of the Qatar 
Petroleum Company, nor the expectations placed by the noble family on the 
exploratory operations presently being conducted by the Shell Company of 
Qatar in its off-shore concessionary area. In the context of accusations aired 
in the Arab world that this or that petroleum company has failed to employ 


or give high places to indigenous personalities, a word of commiseration may perhaps 


be given QPC. Possibly, even probably, it could have done more than it has. 
Perhaps it has chosen the easy way by employing "expatriate" (Indian, Paki- 
stani, Eastern Arab) personnel for middle-grade positions. A more forward 
policy of training and up~grading indigenous employees could perhaps have been 
persued, In all fairness, however, the human resources available to it have 
not been impressive, With the dnauguration of public education, more can 

and is being done, and the company is gréatly expanding its own training 
facilities. The pace of events, however, suggests that whatever QPC may do 
will be insufficient, that it too will be faced with, and probably forced to 
yield to, demands that its work force be"Qatarized" by the infusion of in= 
sufficiently trained employees on a scale which, if now undermined, may become 
progressively larger. In conjunction with the demands on the company to expand 
production from oil fields with a longevity of perhaps only twenty-five years 
at present production levels, the end results will not be conducive to long-= 
term economic stability. 


6. British officials in the Persian Gulf, and in Qatar, are well aware of 
the dilemma they face. To speak of introducing democracy in Qatar is farcical 
in the extreme. More responsible government, both in the fiscal sense, and 
in terms of participation by a greater number, is the more practical course, 
But what of the pace? The noble family, poorly educated,, evirated and 
avaricious as it may be, provides some, perhaps the only, element of stability. 


. An educated intelligerisia there is note An alternative form of ruling caste, 


the wealthy but small merchantdom, is not appealing. How far the British can 
afford to go in compe2ling: reforms is questionable, for, to be effective, these 
require able and reasonably disinterested administrators, and these are totally 
lacking. Other ultimate or possible solutions may exist. It could be argued, 
for example, that the adherence of Qatar to Saudi Arabia is both inevitable 

and desirable. But for whom? The state-form in Saudi Arabia is little if 
any better than that in Qatar, nor can the citizenry of Qatar find it an 
enthralling prospect to share their reasonable prosperity with the more numerous 
Saudis in exchange for the dubious blessings of rule from Riyadh. Allegiance 

to Cairo is even less rewarding, and Qatar at this stage seems almost completely 
devoid of the class of young intellectuals likely to think in terms of pan- 
Arabism. Thus is the British (even Western) dilemma compounded: support of the 
inefficient, mefieval Al-Thani, but with gentle insistent pressure for better 
fiscal policies, greater participation in government by the emergant 
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4 intellectuals, these seem the only courses available, Whether they will 
be sufficient is doubtful, 
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Amepican Consul General 
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London tel 228 to Dept. Info Jidda 13, Dhahran 9, Ca4ro 13, Karachd UNil. ia 
During a visit I have just made to the Shaikhdom of Qatar, the ll 
British Political, Agent, Mr, John HOBMULY, raised the question of the Oo 
artdole published dn the DALLY TELUGRAPH ef Lendon on July 17 under the eo 
by-Line of John OSMAN (not, as might ap;-ear, an Arabio name). The ce 
article in question dealt with terroriem in the Persian Gulf Shadichdome. nO 
Mr. Moberly stated that Mr, Osman, whe had been sent to cover the Kuyadtd 1 
affair, had pleked up the information on the DARA and other inoidents, NS 


while in Kuwadt, and had come to Bahrain, Gatar and the Trucial, States on 
hie own initiative, He had filed his atory on the basis of information 
he himself had acquired, and not as the result of a "hand-out" by British - 


“tg 


Sy representatives, Mr, Moberly secmed to depracate the rather sensational 
sa character of the story and its timing. a a oat 
When Z oaw him thie morning in Bahrain, Sir William LUGE, British 6? | 
Politioal, Resident for tho Persian Gulf, oxpressed the view that <8 
Arab opinion wan becoming progressively disillusioned with the Omanis; | 
3 and unhappy over the indiscrimate nature of the Onant sabotage efforts, 
Sir William said that the British were quietly bringing background 

& information to the attention of the various Arab Governments, 
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SUBJECT: Translation of Article on Abu Dhabi. NSH-$ OSD+S ALMY-Y NAVY-¥ Aih-6 | 


There is enclosed a rough translation of an article from the May, 1961 _ 
issue of the Kuwaiti magazine "Al Arabg"', The article, entitled "Abu Dhabi" 
and written by Saleem ZABAL, goes into some detail on virtually all aspects of o 
life, government and the economy of the Shaikhdom of Abu Dhabi, In the ‘ 
magazine, the article is accompanied by many good photographs of Shaikh : 
SHAKHBUT and Abu Dhabi, most in color, : 


According to Mr. Peter LIGVHAIRDT, Adviser to Shaikh SHAKHBUT at the time ‘~ 
the article was written, the author made a great effort to please the Ruler in 
his article, He has, accordingly, exaggerated the good points of the 
Shaikhdom. This is certainly noticeable in the map of Abu Dhabi which ee 
encompasses vast areas of desert for the Shaikhdom and ignores conflicting claims. 


Nevertheless the article is useful for its information on the origin and 


past history of the Shaikhdom, education, oil exploration, as well as the Me 
personal attitude of the Ruler on such subjects as education of women, a 


laziness of Abu Dhabi Arabs, etc. 
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| The following is a rough translation of an article taken trom "Al-Arabi," 
issue Noe 50, dated May 1461. 


ABU DHABI 


A new star has begun to appear over the horizon of the Arabian Gult'. 
This new star iv "Abu Dhabi," 


Abu Dhabi's name started to gitter as soon as oil started to flow 
out of it, to convert its barren aesert to &@ paradise, and its burning sands 
to a lake of gola, 


The people of Abu Dhabi started to rush back to their homeland after 
they had run away trom the blight of hunger ana the scarcity of fooa, and 
after they haa wandered for over one hundred years over a large area ot’ the 
globe, trom Basra in the north to Zanzibar and India in the south. 


Abu Dhabi is the largest state among the states of the Gulx but is the 
least publicized. I+ is tour times larger than Kuwait, Qatar and Bahrain 
combined. It is 164,000 quare kilometers large, as we were told by the 
surveyors of the oil company. But, in spite of that, Shaikh Shakhbut bin 
Sultan Ai Bou-Felah, the Ruter of Abu Dhabi, takes exception to that figure 
as he disagrees with it by saying "Why do you measure only the surtace of the 
land? Why do you omit the sea? The water of Abu Dhabi is richer than the 
Gesert's sandsJ We have discovered the oil under the sea, the best kind or 
peari was touna in its bottom, we ate the most aelicious fish out of its 
water, and our one hundred and twenty-one islands are full of many kinds of' 
minerais that have not yet been touched or explorede Oyr homeland is much 
larger than that tiguree It is 100 thousana square mileoe" 


Abu Dhabi is located between five Arab States: Saudi Arabia, Qatar, 
Oman, Muscat and Dubai. It is claimed that boundaries are defined and agreea 
upon there (by the various states). But when you reach the boundary line you 
wula tind nothing that defines their boundaries, other than old resty empty 
arum or a wild palm tree, or a smail sand dune of the Empty Quarter's many 
gand dunese 


Abu Dhabi is a wide desert. Its sands are yellow or red colored. There 
are two agricultural areas in ite Its northern boundary is a long zigzag 
coast about 280 miles long. It extends from the village of Sooa-Natheel, on 
the border of Qatar, to the village of Hissian, about 40 miles south or 
Dubaie 


The peopie of Abu Dhabi, who were squeezed between a deep sea and a 
severe desert, round, ever since the dawn of history, that their only 
means of survival was to ride the sea. They catch tish from the sea, especially 
sea-cowse (Sea-cows are fish that look like cows and are hunted with spears 
on. the Kheiran and Salha coastu; people eat its rlesh anu use ito skin as 


soles for she se) 
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Abu Dhabi's pearl tieet used to be the largest fleet in the Gult, 
Novauays, after the diminishing of the natural pearl trade, the pearl fleet 
has turned into a commercial fleet, with motors to enable it to overcome the 


stormy weather of the Gulr,. 


Abu Dhabi lands are empty deserts, crossed with a rewehains or 
mountainse The area is full or swamps and salty, sandy lands There are no 
animals in it, except gazelles and wild rabbits. Noboay visits it except a 
Yew bedouin tribes of Al-Manassir, Bani~yas, Murrah and Al-Dawasir. It has 
121 islands, the largest island is Dilma, which is three miles Longe It used 
to be the meeting place of the pearl diverse The coast extends from Ras 
Barakeh (which was surveyed by several boatloaas of well-armed men under the 
command of Captain Rocks (or Rox) for the first time in 1924,) for forty miles 
until it reaches the Khor (small bay) of Al~-Battein. This Khor is rather a 
swamp, five miles wide and about forty miles Longe Low sana aunes make it 
invisible from the Gulf. It was therefore a gooa hiding piace for boats in the 
past century. In bays like this, the powerful ships of Bani-Yas sougnt refuge 
more than 1U0 years ago, in order to hide away from the Men-or-War of the East 
Inaia Company. . 


The history of the Bani-Yas brings to light the history of the whole area. 
Shaikh Shaknbut is very much interedtea nowadays with the details of this 
history, which most peopie ignore. We were given special permission by the 
Shaikn to review the confidential records filed in the sares of the British 
Political Agency at Abu Dhabi. 


The story as told by these confidential records completes the story of the 
history books: 


During the Roman reign, B.C., the Roman Historian Gaius 
Plinus said: "Traveling to south Arabia requires a division of 
arrow soldiers aboara the ship because the sea is full of 
piratese® Twelve hundred years later, Marco Polo described the 
closed circie of Arab ships which used to block the entrance 
of the Arabian Gulf. The international pirate, Captain Kidd, 
tried his luck once, but the Arab forces forced him to retreat 
to the Spanish Maine The Omani Arabs used to be the most 
pwertul sailors among those of the Gulf. The tribe of 
Bani-yas was the most important tribe in the area. The family 
of the present Ruter, the Bou Falah family, descended from that 


tribbe 


We aiso read, in the conridential recoras, about the 
modern history of the Bani-yas tribe which started in the year 
1835. At that time, ity ships were the only ones dominating 
the Gulf and all other ships, including British, were afraia 
of them. Because of the many battles that took place between 
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the native ships and the intruding foreign ships, the foreigners 


used to call the coast "The Pirate Coast." In the meantime, 

loud complaints used to be heard everywhere against these 
operations. The Government ot India, therefore, sent instructions 
to the commander of its fleet, Commander Iitoon; to locate anda 
eliminate the Arab fleet. Accordingly, the fleet of the East 
Inaia Company started to search tor it. 


Oy the 16th of April 1835 two unequat torces met: The alien 
torce, depending on steamships which were just starting to appear 
in Europe at that time, and an Arabian force, depending on. smail 
saidboats with high decks. The arms otf both were also unequale 
The Arab forces used to tight boialy and bravely with their 
aaggers or swords against the rifle bullets and the shells of 
the 16 Large-sized, modern cannons which were mounted on the 
large battieship LIVINGSTONE. Ana that is how a group ot Bani- 
yas boats met with the battleship LIVINGSTONE, whose crew of 
150 men included 80 Europeanse In spite of these unequal forces, 
a tierce, savage tight broke out until the commanding Arab boat 
was hit, and its crew sought refuge in other Arab boatse Finally 
all the (Arab) boats were able to hide away in the archipelago 
of Furor, off the coast of Persiae After that battle, the 
Bani-yas tribe gave up, signed a treaty, giving up its own 
boats and the boats it had capturea (15 boats) and paid the sum 
of 10,000 pounds sterling and three large ships as compensation 
for losses inflicted on its enemies. 


The city of Abu Dhabi is the first town that meets the traveler 
arriving from Qatare It is located on the cape of an islana, which is 
actuaily a peninsula, because the water of the canal that separates it from 
the maifland retreats at low tides so that the island becomes connected 
with the mainlana. Over this bay, or strait, a bridge of stones 2U0 meters 
tong has been built for camels and cars tocrosse A small fort was buiit 
beside that strait in order to block the entrance of the island, but it 
was never used for that purposee Ipstead it is used to house three men 
assigned for guiding caravans through the shailow waters ot the straite 
At the end of the bridge a police station was built in 195u, and only six 
months ago the first customs house was builte It collects a 25 per cent 
import duty on all kinds of imported goods, except fresh vegetables and 
truitse Most of the imported merchandise is jewelry or textiles. Everyone 
who wants to reach Abu Dhabi by read must cross this bridge first, then 
keep going for 2U miles until he reaches the city. 
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| Abu Dhabi, like most of the cities of the Omani Gulf, cannot be compared 
with the cities of Kuwait or Bahrain. Most of its houses are built of clay mud 
and palm leaves and very few houses are built of concrete blocks, 


Abu Dhabi was built exactly 200 years ago, as written in the records, when 
members of Bani-yas tribe started to live in it. At that time, the late Tahnoon 
bin SHAKHBUT was the ruler and during his rule the collective treaty was signed 
with the British Commander who charged against Ras Al Khaimah, 


During the reign of Shaikh KHALIFAH, one of Bani-yas clans, Bou-Filasah, 
went out hunting and afterwards went to Dubai and settled there, Then Dubai 
started to compete commercially with Abu Dhabi. Ever since that time each party 
has worked against the other party in spite of their being members of the same 
tribe, Civil wars took place among them. In 1835, the second treaty was signed, 
and accordingly Dubai became an independent Shaikhdom, 


This treaty with Britain made this Shaikhdom (Abu Dhabi) an Amirate ruled by 
one of its Shaikhs. Britain controls its foreign relations only, especially 
concerning oil concessions. The Shaikh has a free hand in domestic affairs, He 
is the absolute ruler of his country, He holds in his owm hands full authority, 

. helped by those relatives or assistants chosen by him. 


There are conflicting stories about the origin of Abu Dhabi. Some people 
say that a hunter was chasing a gazelle and was finally able to kill it in that 
Spot. He ate the animal and became thirsty, but, finding no water, he died 
beside the gazelle he had killed. That place was called Abu Dhabi (Dhabi means 
gazelle). Shaikh SHAKHBUT says that there is an island full of dhabies (young 
dhabies are called gazelles and grown ones are called dhabies), and he believes it 
was named Abu Dhabi because it is full of dhabies, 


Education in Abu Dhabi started in 1958. Then it was halted in 1959 to start 
again in 1961, when Shaikh HAMDAN, a cousin of the Ruler, went to Jordan and 
advertised in the newspapers about his need for teachers, Many persons applied to 
him but he selected only 22 of them. They left for Abu Dhabi one week later, The 
employees were divided into ten administrative employees and twelve teachers, The 
teachers were assigned to the three schools as follows: Seven teach 115 students 
: at Al-Falahiyah School; two teach 25 students at Al-Batteen Schools 25 kilometers 
| away from Abu Dhabi; four teach 70 students at Al-Ayn School at Buraimi, The last 
: two schools were built this year, The first school was built in 1958. | 


In the classrooms, we saw Arab, Indian and Iranian students reading books, 
but unfortunately they do not understand their meanings. That happens in the first 
grade, but in the higher grades only those students who can understand what they 
read were chosen, Only boys are admitted to these schools, but their enthusiasm 
for admission to schools’ is limited, Al Falahiyah school, for instance, can : 
? accommodate 500 students, but it has only 115 students, This is because the 
: natives prefer to take their sons out on hunting trips with them, rather than have ; 
them waste their time at school! Shaikh SHAKHBUT remarked about this by saying: 
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"This is a very regrettable phenonemon, Lack of willingness to learn 
will hurt the country, I am thinking of ruling that education is 
compulsory for the children of Abu Dhabi," 


I said to Shaikh Shakhbut "Some Arab countries are troubled by an acute 


Social problem. In those countries boys are educated, but girls are deprived 
of that blessing," 


Shaikh Shakhbut answered me with his natural bedouin franiness: 


"Our religion does not prohibit the education of girls, and I have no 
objection to educating them and bringing them up well so that they can excel 
in their domestic work in the future. I do not object to educating girls 
even after they are grown up, under one condition » however: That only women 
are to teach the girls, 4lso that does not necessarily mean that I approve 
of the unveiling (of women), No, I do not accept that, 


| "God willing, we shall start to teach girls next year," 


Shaikh Shakhbut, who was born in 1904, became Ruler of Abu Dhabi in 1927. 
After a few years, people started to hear rumors about petroleum, that it 
| existed in tremendous quantities in the Gulf area, These rumors » later on, 
: became facts, especially when oil tankers started to cross the Gulf with their 


valuable loads sailing from the ports of Fao » Ahmadi, Dammam, Sitrah and Umm 
Said, and heading to Asia and Europe. 


: Shakh Shakhbut saw these tankers passing in front of him and heard of the 
| discovery of oil at Awali in 1932, as well as the noise of the drilling rigs at 
7 Dhahran in 1935. He even heard of the disc 


very poor producer, The third well was very encouraging; its production was 
good, petroleum flowed from it in 1954 at a depth of 9,000 feet and it was thus 
considered the first producing well, Afterward, a fowrthwell was drilled in 
late 1960 and it also produced oil in commercial Quantities, Drilling of the 
fifth and sixth wells is now under waye Well No. 5 is located 50 kms. from 
Tarif camp, No. 6 is 20 miles away from the drilling crew camp. 


Exportation of oil from the inland areas is not expected to start for at 
| least 18 months, after the construction of a pipeline and a pier, The number of 
| oil producing wells will, in the meantime, increase, The present wells are unde 
|__test in order to estimate the amount of. their production, which is tentatively 
estimated to be around 10,000. barrels per day. _ 
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| Oil also spurted up from mderneath the green water of Abu Dhabi. Abu 
Dhabi (Marine Areas) Ltd. is made up of the British Petroleum Co., which owns 
66.6% of it, and by the French Petroleum Co., which owns the rest. In 1953 this 
company was granted a concession by Shaikh Shakhbut to explore for oil in a 
30,000 sq. kms. area off Abu Dhabi coast, Survey operations took three months}; 
the small island of Das was chosen as a base for the Company's operations. In 
September, 1958, the Company announced its discovery of oil in the Umm Al-Sheif 
area at a depth of 8755 feet. The tentative estimate of the first wellts 
production is 2400 barrels daily. There are presently five off-shore wells that 
produce oil in commercial quantities, Work is under way now for exporting the 
first quantity of the off-shore oil, It is expected that this will take place 
within the next six months, 


Abu Dhabi was dependent on water imported from Dubai by small boats. ‘The 
first water distilling wit arrived from London recently, It has a producing 
capacity of 14400 gallons daily. In spite of the fact that the distilled water 
is pure, most of the neople add to it water obtained from Abu Dhabi shallow wells, 
They also import water from Al-Buraimi for reserve, This impor ted water costs 
them Rupees .50 per can (5 gallons). The Shaikh of Abu Dhabi is very concerned 
about this situation. In order to reduce the cost of water, he had imported a 
new water distillation unit, worth 713,000 on his owm account. The new unit is 
expected to arrive within one month and has a producing capacity of 25,000 gallons 
of pure water daily. Water will be sold at the cost price, 


Most of the people of Abu Dhabi make their living from fishing and trading. 
Agriculture and industry are non-existent. There are no private gardens, Fish 
and rice are the two main food items. Fruit is rare, and is imported from Iran 
and India, Fresh vegetable products are scarce and very expensive, The country 
depends on foreign labor, especially Iranians. I therefore told the Ruler: 

"The people say that you encourage the migration of Iranians into your country, 
while in the meantime you make it difficult and create obstacles for the Arabs..." 
Shaikh Shakhbut interrupted me and told me, angrily: "It is true, we have 
Iranians in our country because it lacks workmen. Look out there, toward the 
nearby water wells. The water is brackish, exists within the towm!s boundaries, 
and everyone is allowed to take any quantity of that water free. Yet do you know 
the selling price of that water? It is sold for one rupee per four cans, That 

is because of the scarcity of workmen. The rate of pay of a skilled worker in | 
our country is 25 rupees per day; the rate of pay of the general worker is 7 
rupees per day. We give permission only to workers to come into our country. 

We have Iranian merchants too, and these have regular citizenship rights, But we 
do not allow nowadays new merchants to enter our country. We are Arab, and our 
country benefits the Arab and helps the Arab. I have right now many proposals at 
hand from several Arab coummtries who want to start many new projects in Abu 
Dhabi. I am studying them now’in order to answer them," 


In the summertime most people proceed to the only summer resort of Al-Buraimi 
where plenty of water exists. (We shall write a separate review about Buraimi in 
the future.) Some people go to Liwa, in spite of the roughness of the road leading 
to it, and spend some of their time in its many villages, like Al—Mariya, 'Aradah, 
and Al-Hamroor, In Liwa, the people are still practising the old methods for curing 
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their illnesses, Al-Halool (laxative) plant, for instance, is used for stomach 
sicknesses, cauterization produces wonderful results for curing various ailments, 
but difficult cases must be taken 150 kms. away to Abu Dhabi, over a very rough 
road, 


The strange thing is that there is no hospital in Abu Dhabi itself, There 
are only a few small private clinics, belonging to Indian and Iranian medical 
practitioners, 


There is no sea port in the country. There is, however, an anchorage place 
which is 12 feet deep, 25 meters long, and 8 meters wide. Small boats anchor 
there after they arrive from Dubai, Bahrain, Qatar and Iran, loaded with 
merchandise, Large ships anchor three miles out and offload their cargo into 
small boats, The country's ruler received an offer for building a sea jetty, 
200 feet long and 30 feet wide, He has not signed it yet. Its costs are estimated 
to be about 380,000 fupees, 


The new Abu Dhabi Town Plan calls for paving several main streets. That 
should enable Abu Dhabi's 800 vehicles (!) to replace their sand tires with 
regular tires. The cost of paving the streets is about 500,000 rupees. 


Arch@@logical explorations were started last year, A Danish expedition, 

now active in Abu Dhabi, discovered a complete historic palace at Ummal Nar Island, 

near Abu Dhabi. It also found some bones and Imives that proved human beings 

existed there before the Iron Age. It would take five years to completely explore 

Umm Al Nar Island's archeelogical remains. The Danish expedition is halting its 

operations because of a lack of funds, 
: 
\ 


Abu Dhabi is an integral part of the natural eastern gate of the wing of the 
grand Arab nation, This gate overlooks the glorious Arabian Gulf, where tremendous 
quantities of the world's petroleum reserves have been found on its coasts, And, 
as a result, new civilizations, cities and ports have been established, and people 
of all nationalities have proceeded towards it from all directions. 


Today, while floodlights are pointed towards this young Amirate, we sincerely 
wish that Arab Governments will take the initiative of providing it with 
technicians, experts and counselors in order to help it grow. 


Saleem ZABAL. 
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OF TURNING ALL HIS ACTIONS TO PRIVATE BENEFIT AND IS 
REPORTEDLY SECOND RICHEST MERCHANT IN QaTaR. HIS NAME 
APPEARS FREQUENTLY IN DISCUSSIONS AaBouT RULING FAMILY 

BUT APPARENTLY HE CAN NOT HOPE TO INFLUENCE FAMILY 
SUFFICIENTLY TO CHANGE ITS PRESENT course. Hrs PRoO- 
NASSER ACTIONS ARE PRESUMABLY INTENDED TO DEVELOP POPULAR 
SUPPORT BUT IT SEEMS UNLIKELY THAT HE WILL BE ABLE BY 
THIS MEANS T0 GAIN SUFFICIENT POLITICAL STRENGTH TO 
INFLUENCE EVENTS IN NEAR FUTURE. MORE LIKELY WILL 
CONTINUE AS GADFLY WITH CONSIDERABLE INFLUENCE IN INDIVIDUAL 
CASES BUT LITTLE ON GENERAL GOVERNMENT POLICY. 
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